
Media	  Analysis	  
	  
Note	  our	  first	  and	  fourth	  goals:	  

#1: Come to see that you are always already doing philosophy and that philosophical 
claims are embedded in all forms of media that you consume; 
#4: Practice and demonstrate your ability to recognize, extrapolate, explicate, and 
evaluate arguments and assumptions found in our texts and other forms of media. 

In this assignment you will work to do both. 
 
The guidelines here are very similar to those on the Reading Analysis assignment (please 
review). The key difference is that you will likely have to look a little harder and do more 
“reading between the lines” in order to discover the argument as you work to extrapolate an 
argument from some piece of media (as opposed to one of our course readings): a	  picture,	  piece	  
of	  art,	  advertisement,	  song,	  game,	  comic,	  commercial,	  etc. (but not a course movie or 
reading or other essay). 
 
Importantly, however, you can’t simply make up the premises that you think are there! You’ve 
got to justify them based on the variables or features that are actually part of the piece of media 
(or alternatively, convince your reader of the reality of an assumed premise that doesn’t connect 
to some variable or feature). In essence, you’re likely going to need to argue that a given 
argument is really there. 
 
This assignment should be ~400 words (again, with a 10% margin of error), contain a thesis 
statement in the first sentence or two, and follow standard writing conventions (preferably 
Chicago or MLA + page numbers if relevant). 
 
Please reference the rubric below to understand the details of how you will be assessed and in 
order to inform the comments you make on your peers’ papers. 
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 4 
Milestones 
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Benchmark 

1 
Writing 
mechanics 
 
 
 
 

The thesis actually 
organizes the whole 
paper—meaning the 
structure and 
coherence of the 
paper is clear 
throughout and 
transitions elegantly 
made; the reader is 
not left to make 
abstractions or guess 
at the relevance of 
any passage 

A strong thesis is 
articulated, not only 
identifying the 
purpose of the essay, 
but also alluding to 
the student’s reasons 
or arguments. A 
version or variation 
of the thesis is also 
clear at the end, 
tying the essay 
together 

An organizing 
thesis is clear and 
easily identifiable. 
All necessary 
citations (and 
bibliography) are 
given, including 
page numbers when 
relevant 

Essay is free from 
distracting 
grammatical and 
other typographical 
errors; standard 
writing conventions 
are used 
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Additionally, from 
these an argument is 
(re-)constructed that 
not only serves as a 

Additionally, 
relevant contextual 
information is given, 
including a 

Additionally, less 
obvious 
assumptions or 
claims are 

An artifact of public 
media is identified 
and conspicuous 
philosophical 



plausible 
interpretation of the 
conceptual work of 
the artifact, but is 
insightful for 
evaluating the 
plausibility of the 
artifact’s overall 
message 

discussion of 
necessary contextual 
features and relevant 
opposing ideas 

identified and 
shown to be at 
work in the artifact, 
leading to an 
overall 
interpretation of 
what’s really going 
on in the artifact 

assumptions and 
claims are indicated 

	  


