
Writing Analysis Papers!!
Although using a blog as the virtual platform for posting and responding to one another, 
do not confuse your bi-weekly writing assignments with a blog post. You are to write 
formal, concise analysis papers, relating some current affair to the course readings and 
arguing for a specific conclusion. Your goal is to shed light on the moral nature of these 
events and offer a formal argument.!!
Each analysis should do the following!

• Be between 300-800 words!
• Link to and briefly summarize the article or documentary, or note some specific 

aspect or claim therein. As a rule of thumb, the summary shouldn’t take up more 
than 1/4 of the analysis.!

• Relate a specific issue or argument in the selected source to a specific reading or 
set of readings from class (appropriately cited). The goal here is to identify and 
highlight the specific moral relevance of whatever the source addresses, 
connecting theoretical course readings to real world events.!

• Give a specific, narrow argument (e.g., give a specific argument that Eddi Bauer 
has moral obligation X to factory workers in Bangladesh; do not argue vaguely that 
the clothing industry should do more). This is where the bulk of your work should 
take place. As a rule of thumb, your specific argument (i.e., your argument, not 
another author’s argument) ought to be close to half of the analysis.!!

Concerning arguments: your argument is the most important part of your essay 
and is weighted accordingly. Note that it is common to mistake an argument for either 
claiming (e.g., merely stating, “I wish to argue that morality demands we internalize all 
pollution externalities”) or foot stamping (e.g., “Honestly, I really really think that the 
children dying of malaria is bad so we ought to ramp up distribution of mosquito nets. 
Because that’s moral. It really is. Really really.”). The point is not to urge your readers in 
the strongest language possible that they should believe your claim. Rather, the point is 
to give your reader systematic reasons for accepting your conclusion.!!
This is difficult. It’s something at which everyone can improve. It’s something we’ll work 
at together all semester.!!
As noted in the syllabus, you must comment on at least two of your peers’ bi-weekly 
analyses each time an analysis is due - and one of these must be a “first response” (i.e., 
you comment before any of your peers; but make sure you do only ONE first response 
comment; and try not to comment on the same person twice through the semester). 
These comments must be at least 100 words, and your comment must be substantive 
(i.e., no mere “Great job,” “I totally agree,” etc.). The point is for you to evaluate how well 
they met the requirements and/or to evaluate their specific argument. As part of this, 
you will end your comment by assigning the analysis an overall I (Inadequate), A 
(Adequate) or S (Superior).!!
In evaluating one another’s papers, please consider the following categories:!



!
• Writing conventions: stays within the word limit, appropriate hyperlink, free from 

distracting typographical errors, stylistically appropriate!
• Concise summary: clear and easy to understand, brief, avoids tangents!
• Substantive connections: makes insightful connections between the issue/

argument in the outside source and course readings!
• Original argument: makes a specific, narrow argument that is adequately 

supported and developed!!
In addition to an overall evaluation of I, A, or S, try to speak to these specific points. For 
example, with regard to Substantive Connections keep in mind:!

• I = either does not make a connection to the text, or does so in a vague or 
flippant manner!

• A = makes a direct and relevant connection to a topic covered in the readings!
• S = makes a direct and relevant connection to a specific passage or argument in 

one or more of the readings, and relates this connection to their own argument!!
and with regard to Original Argument keep in mind:!

• I = either does not have an argument or merely urges their reader to accept a 
point!

• A = offers a clear, relevant, and adequately plausible argument—identifiable 
premises leading to an identifiable conclusion!

• S = offers a clear and relevant argument that is: persuasive; narrow in scope; 
plausibly builds on and ties together the rest of the essay; and addresses 
obvious objections (implicitly or explicitly)!


