
Global Justice!
!

� !!
Professor: James Olsen!
Email: jco34@georgetown.edu!
Office Hours: MW 4-5pm, Car Barn 314A!!
Course Description!
One doesn’t get far in discussing world affairs—whether climate change, conflict in the 
Middle East, the Euro crisis, or technological innovation—without discussing issues of 
poverty, inequality, and humanitarian aid. Hand in hand with the questions of policy are 
the ethical questions concerning global justice: What is justice in a globally 
interconnected world? How ought we as individuals, societies, and governments to 
respond to 1.5 billion people living in absolute poverty? Do we have different moral 
duties toward our neighbors or fellow citizens than we do toward foreigners? Is global 
inequality—whether defined in terms of income, capability, or health—a matter of 
justice? What is the role of human rights in securing global justice? Are our current 
institutions sufficient to address global challenges such as environmental degradation, 
health care, and immigration?!!
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In this course we will examine these and other questions as we read, discuss, and write 
on contemporary moral philosophers focused on global justice.!!
Course Goals!
Through your participation in this class you will!

• Gain a more thorough understanding of contemporary issues in international 
affairs that relate to global justice!

• Analyze current affairs within the framework of the major ethical positions 
developed in the literature!

• Extrapolate and interrogate the ethical assumptions implicit in individual opinions, 
the workings of the private sector, and governmental policies and institutions!

• Improve your own ability to read, deliberate on, and write about these issues, 
enabling you to substantively engage in aspects of global justice beyond the 
classroom!

• Better understand your own and others’ positions in a diverse global society, 
together with the attendant privileges, challenges, and moral obligations—and 
consequently be better prepared to operate across significant cultural differences 
with greater confidence and competence!!

Required Texts!
• Global Justice: Seminal Papers, Ed. Thomas Pogge & Darrel Moellendorf 

(Paragon House, 2008)!
• Global Ethics: Seminal Papers, Ed. Thomas Pogge & Keith Horton (Paragon 

House, 2008)!
• Martha Nussbaum, Creating Capabilities (Belknap Press, 2013)!!

Assignments & Grading!
The assignments in this course are all meant to facilitate your ability to think critically 
about and directly engage with issues of global justice. For this reason we will 
emphasize reading, writing, and relating the writings of contemporary philosophers to 
contemporary issues. This emphasis will be reflected in how you are graded.!!
! 19% Participation:!

o Comments: 7%!
o Small group participation: 12%!

! 51% Homework!
o Annotated bibliography: 5%!
o Inventory & reflection: 8%!
o Bi-weekly analyses: 14%!
o Graded analyses: 24%!

! 30% Final Paper!!
Participation:!
You will be graded on participation in the following ways:!
1. You must comment on at least to of your peers’ bi-weekly analyses, and one of 

these must be a “first response” (i.e., you comment before any of your peers; but 



make sure you do only ONE first response comment  ). Try not to comment on the 1

same person twice. These comments must be at least 100 words, and your comment 
must be substantive (i.e., no mere “Great job,” “I totally agree,” etc.). The point is for 
you to evaluate how well they met the requirements and/or to evaluate their specific 
argument. As part of this, you will end your comment by assigning the analysis an I 
(Inadequate), A (Adequate) or S (Superior). Please see the separate guidelines on 
commenting on Blackboard.!

2. You will be organized into small groups and required to meet once each week (14 
times total) for at least a half hour in order to discuss the readings and topics of the 
course. Specifically, I encourage you to work to find and discuss arguments in the 
reading and to relate these to concrete issues. You will take turns playing the 
following roles:!
a. Summarizer: this student will articulate for the group the main points of the next 

assigned reading and point students to key passages in the text where the 
author’s points are expressed.!

b. Questioner: this student will pose one or two questions that she or he feel is key 
to answer in order to understand the relationship of the text to other readings, to 
concrete events, or to move the author’s project forward. The question(s) might 
be an objection to the author’s main argument or might be based on some 
relevant current event.!

c. Recorder: EACH GROUP needs to keep a log of each meeting, recording who 
met, a brief (3-5 sentence-ish) summary of what was discussed. This log will be 
handed in (electronically) on the last day of class. !

You are allowed two absence from the small group meetings; thereafter, you will lose 
3% off your final grade per absence.!
3. You are allowed 3 no-questions asked absences from class. You do not need to 

seek my permission or even inform me if you plan to take one of these absences, 
and it makes no difference if you’re absent because you’re sick or simply sick of 
class. For each non-Dean-excused absence thereafter, your grade will drop one step 
(e.g., from an A to an A-).!!

Homework:!
In addition to the readings, you will have three forms of homework:!
1. Throughout the semester you will write an annotated bibliography using at least 10 

of the course readings - at least 2 readings from each unit. Each entry will be 
approximately one to two pages. In addition to summarizing the reading, you ought to 
dedicate a paragraph or more to your own analysis or evaluation of the reading. In 
order to help you keep up and spare you from a more miserable-than-necessary end 
of semester crunch, I will require portions of the bibliography to be completed 
throughout the semester. Please note that this is in fact a bibliography, not just a 
written summary, and consequently each entry requires full bibliographic details.!

2. You will make an inventory of some portion of your possessions—I recommend 
either your closet or pantry (but will entertain other suggestions). Create a chart that 

�  There may be times where being a first commenter is impossible, or where two individuals comment at 1

the same time. If this happens to you, it’s fine.



identifies at least 20 items and where they are from. Additionally, you must perform at 
least basic research on two or more items in order to find out about industry 
conditions and labor practices in the locations where the items are from and any 
specifics that the businesses involved list on their websites concerning the nature of 
their practices (you can decide whether to go in depth on two items or broadly on 
more—either route is fine). You will then write a 300-800 word reflection on the impact 
that your lifestyle has on others and any obligations you think this relationship entails. 
Your write-up will receive a 1-5 score based on the following (note, your score will 
not be based on the specifics of your conclusions—I’m not fishing for answers):!
a. Completeness of the list!
b. Adequacy of the research (i.e., did you actually find and articulate information 

concerning industry conditions, labor practices, and business practices related to 
your selected products.!

c. Connections to class readings!
d. Argumentative support for the nature of your obligations!

3. You will write bi-weekly analyses - 7 total - on a news article, a reading from another 
class, or a documentary. At least 2 analyses must be from each of these sources 
(news articles, readings from another course, and documentaries). News articles 
must be from a major news outlet (e.g., BBC, Al-Jazeera, NYT, etc.; not a blog or 
company website). Documentaries must be at least 45 minutes in length and 
approved by me. One analysis will be graded during the second week of class and 
another around the midterm. These analyses have three goals (see the separate 
handout on Blackboard for me details): !
a. to get you thinking about how the theoretical material we study in class relates to 

concrete issues!
b. to reflect on how they relate to the things you’re studying in other courses!
c. and to serve as stepping stones and practice for your term paper!

4. You will select three of your bi-weekly analyses - one from each category - and 
hand them in to be graded. You are welcome to revise your analyses, taking into 
account either mine or your peers’ comments or making other improvements as you 
see fit. I will evaluate and assign these analyses a conventional grade. The first is 
due before Thanksgiving. The other two are due the last day of class.!!

Final Paper:!
Building off of one or more of your news analyses, you will write a 1700-2000 word term 
paper analyzing a concrete issue from within a moral framework. In this paper you will 
be required both to argue for a given position or framework with regard to justice and 
also to provide an argument for the specific implications that this position has vis-a-vis 
the issue you’re analyzing. This paper is due on the day of the registrar-scheduled final. 
See handout on Blackboard for more details.!!
Course Platforms:!
In addition to Blackboard we will use a course blog linked to your own ePortfolio. You 
will submit weekly all analyses on the course blog, as well as offer comments at this 
location. You will then design your ePortfolio with separate pages for the Annotated 



Bibliography, small group log, the news analyses that get handed in, and the final paper. 
We will go over this together in class.!!
Course Policies:!
1. All assignments are due at 11:59pm on the listed date. Late assignments are 

automatically reduced to a B (or an equivalent point reduction) and late comments 
will not be counted. Note: because submissions are electronic, I can tell if your 
submission is even 1 minute late. I recommend you set a personal deadline of one 
10:59pm.!

2. My intentions are to make this a tech-savvy course, but one that respects the need 
for face to face, unconnected discussion. Consequently, ALL ELECTRONICS ARE 
STRICTLY PROHIBITED IN CLASS, unless I call for them. This includes using your 
laptop to take notes. THIS ALSO INCLUDES USING YOUR SMART PHONE 
UNDER THE TABLE. You are welcome, however, to bring your laptop/pad with the 
readings on it, and when I ask students to turn to the text you may open up an 
electronic version.!

3. Eating and drinking are welcome, but YOU MAY NOT HAVE DISPOSABLE FOOD 
PACKAGING OR DRINK CONTAINERS IN CLASS.!

4. In the happy event of a campus closure (e.g., on account of snow) or other 
cancellation, we will still have class. During such events I will put a Lecture Capture 
up on Blackboard which you can view at your own convenience and then submit 
written feedback on the course blog.!!

Academic Integrity!
I care a great deal about increasing your intellectual capacities and general knowledge 
base and am concerned overall with helping you to flourish as a human being. That 
means I also care very much about your academic integrity and very little about how the 
grade you receive in this one class impacts your future. Hence I won’t hesitate to fail 
students caught plagiarizing on their papers and will not tolerate dishonesty in any form. 
I highly encourage students to review Georgetown’s Honor System policies (found at 
http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/honor/system/), and want you to note that 
plagiarism can be unintentional. We will discuss this more in class. If you have any 
questions please visit with me or the Writing Center.!!
Campus Resources: 
Academic Resource Center (http://academicsupport.georgetown.edu/): Students 
seeking tutoring, study tips, helps with writing, concerns over what constitutes 
plagiarism, or students requiring services on account of disabilities or athletic or other 
sponsored activity accommodation should visit ARC. In particular, all students might 
benefit from the academic skills workshops offered (schedule available on-line).!!
Counseling and Psychiatric Services (CAPS: http://studenthealth.georgetown.edu/
mental-health): Your mental health is just as real and important as your physical health. 
And just as in the normal course of things several of you will likely benefit from our 
medical services this semester, so also some of you will likely benefit from our 
psychiatric services. There is a wide range of services offered, from group to individual 



care, including types of care for those who cannot afford normal counseling services. 
Please take advantage of these as needed to maintain your optimal health.!!
Title IX: Rape and other forms of sexual misconduct are tragically common in our 
society. Please note that there are services available for students who have been 
exploited in any way (http://studenthealth.georgetown.edu/crisis-counseling/sexual-
assault-relationship-violence). Also, please note that I am required by federal law to 
report any indication I receive of sexual misconduct to Georgetown’s Title IX 
coordinator. If you are looking for confidential guidance I recommend contacting Jen 
Schweer (Associate Director, Health Education Services, Sexual Assault Response and 
Prevention ) at jls242@georgetown.edu or 202.687.0323.!!
For additional services related to health and well-being of any kind on campus, 
please see “GU Safety Net Contacts” under “Documents” on Blackboard.!!!!!
COURSE PLAN!!

Optional Readings:!
• Nozick - selections from Anarchy, State, and Utopia!
• Singer: “What Should a Billionaire Give—And What Should You?” (BB)!
• Barry: “Humanity and Justice in Global Perspective” (GJ)!
• Scheffler: “Individual Responsibility in a Global Age” (GE)!
• Arthur: “World Hunger and Moral Obligation: The Case Against Singer” (BB)!
• An-Na’im Muslims and Global Justice: Intro; (BB)!

Unit 1: What is Justice?
M 8/27 Introduction: The state of things – just how bad is it?
W 9/3 Rawls: selections from A Theory of Justice (BB)

(pgs 210-213 strongly encouraged but not required)
Analysis 1 (A1) 
due

M 9/8 Sandel - The Procedural Republic and the 
Unencumbered Self (BB)

A1 comments 
due

W 9/10 Sen: selections The Idea of Justice (BB)
M 9/15 Singer: “Rich and Poor” (BB)

W 9/17 Appiah: Cosmopolitanism Chapter 10 (BB); NYT The 
Problem with Collective Grief

A2 due 

Unit 2: Cosmopolitanism vs. Statism
M 9/22 Nussbaum: “Patriotism and 

Cosmopolitanism” (internet)
A2 comments 
due

W 9/24 MacIntyre: “Is Patriotism a Virtue?” (GE) Unit 1 annotated 
bibliography due



Optional Readings:!
• Hurka: “The Justification of National Partiality” (GE)!
• Rorty: “Who Are We? Moral Universalism and Economic Triage” (GE)!
• Pogge: “Cosmopolitanism & Sovereignty” (GJ)!

Optional Readings:!
• An-Na’im “Islamic Foundations of Religious Human Rights”; (BB)!
• Sen: from “The Concept of Development” (GE)!
• Tasioulas, “The Moral Reality of Human Rights” (BB)!
• Griffin: Human Rights Intro & Ch 4 (BB)!
• Griffin: Human Rights Intro & Ch 5 (BB)!!

M 9/29 Miller: “Moral Closeness and World Community” (GE)
W 10/1 Goodin: “What is So Special About Our 

Countrymen” (GJ)
A3 due

Unit 3: Human Rights & Human Capabilities
M 10/6 1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (internet)

2. Shue: Basic Rights Chs 1-2 (GJ)
A3 comments 
due

W 10/8 Taylor “Conditions of an Unforced Consensus on 
HR” (GE)

M 10/13 Happy Columbus Day - No Class! Unit 2 annotated 
bibliography due

W 10/15 O’Neill: “Rights, Obligations, and World 
Hunger” (GE)

A4 due

M 10/20 Nussbaum: Creating Capabilities Chs 1-2 (CC) A4 comments 
due

W 10/22 Nussbaum: Creating Capabilities Chs 5-6 (CC)

Unit 4: The International Economic Order
M 10/27 Beitz: “Justice and International Relations” (GJ) Unit 3 annotated 

bibliography due
W 10/29 Pogge: “Eradicating Systemic Poverty: Brief for a 

Global Resources Dividend” (BB)
A5 due

M 11/3 Mies: “Deceiving the Third World: The Myth of 
Catching-Up Development” (BB) 

A5 comments 
due



Optional Readings:!
• Pogge: “Moral Universalism and Global Economic Justice” (BB)!
• Miller: “Distributing Responsibilities” (GE)!
• Nagel: “Poverty and Food: Why Charity Is Not Enough” (GJ)!
• Young: Responsibility for Justice Ch 6 (BB)!

Optional Readings:!
• Shue: “Subsistence Emissions and Luxury Emissions” (GE)!
• Leopold “The Land Ethic” (BB)!
• Nussbaum: Creating Capabilities Ch 8 (CC)!
• Benatar: “Justice and Medical Research” (BB)!
• Nickel & Viola: “Integrating Environmentalism and Human Rights” (BB)!!

The Final Paper is due at 11:59pm on the day of the registrar-scheduled final. Late 
submissions will not be accepted.

W 11/5 1. 1. Sachs “Aid Ironies”; 2. Moyo “Aid Ironies” 3. 
Easterly “Sachs Ironies” 4. Sachs & McArthur 
“Moyo’s confused attack” 5. Easterly 
“Geography Lessons” 6. Gerson “‘Dead Aid’ 
Dead Wrong” (BB);

2. NPR/Planet Money series on the life of a tee-
shirt (listen to all segments: ~1.5 hrs)

M 11/10 Young: Responsibility for Justice Ch 4 & 5(BB) Inventory due

Unit 5: Other Global Challenges
W 11/12 Shue: “Global Environment and International 

Inequality” (BB)
A6 due

M 11/17 1. Caney: “Climate Change, Human Rights, and 
Moral Thresholds” (BB)

2. Discussion Paper for Roundtable (BB)

A6 comments 
due

W 11/19 Pogge: “Pharmaceutical Innovation” (BB) Unit 4 annotated 
bibliography due

M 11/24 Jaggar: “‘Saving Amina’” (GE)

W 11/26 View Lecture Capture (no class)
Orend: “War” (on Just War Theory in ethics) (BB)

A7 due

M 12/1 Carens: “Aliens and Citizens: The Case for Open 
Borders” (GJ)

A7 comments 
due

W 12/3 Wrap-up small group log, 
3 chosen 
analyses and 
complete 
annotated 
bibliography


